Belt

The case for putting seat belts in
classic is made by Nick Larkin,

who finds out how specialists

tackle the job

Photos by Glyn Bamey

Above, cleaning oul the thread in fectory-drilled mountings
Left, a vast range of webbing material and colours |s avallable
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A place for the anbelied
«an accident, The driver's
chest amad other tender bits hirk
inclsea from & lasge, unvielding
steering wheel, altached o a
lang mekal column which can
ol like o spear. The passcoger
feced an equally unpleasant
ligisan with re metal
dashboard ar gl: indscreen.
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Y never kl I wh:*u an nrlic
sdvancing froan behind mighs
think you were going [aster
than ¥ou were, or that Metro
driver «© ing the dual
carriageway in front of you
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There are abviously cases
where nol having a scat belt
wiollld mean you coold be
thrown froam & car o sxlety, bul
}'uul'd mial likely be badly
injured and eonld well land
squarely in the path of an
ancoming vehicle, A bell could
TEan VO remaining
conscious, and therelore able o
ged oud of the car.

I wvou really mosi cile
ariginality as a reason for
remaining beltbess, remember
that many cars, even lrom the
early sixties, hod factory finted
anchormge points for belis!

BELTS IN BRITAIN

CLUNEK, click, every trip', is,
nearly 20 vears an, sifll ane of
Sir James Savile OBE s most
remembered utierances, along
with ‘neewr then, now then', ‘guys
and gals' and neises of deep
inhalation on slrociows cigars.

How many lives this clasaic
raad salety campaign saved is
difficult to say, bat few who s
it im the mid-seventies have
fargodien 1L

Although bells were frmly
eslablizshed in the USA and
Scandinavia by the mid-ffics,
British motorists didn®t really
get a chance to belt up antil
1957, when Cricklewood-based
Delaney Gallay discovered their
piteniial when testing its well
known Good Companbon car
headers in Sweden.

They began manufaciuring
belis themselves, as  did
parachute makers lrving,
Britax, Kamgel and other well-
krwram naomies Tollowed, until, at
ane slage, there were mare than
Gl firms invodeed.

By ihe carly sixies BMC and
Wauxhall were pulting seal belt

isoundmngs m ther cars, though
Fowrd Bmaok snmis time 1o fnlkow,
Manufacturers were hard a1
work publicising thelr wares
anel newsppers were besieged
with phatos of smashed-op cars,

with caplions bearing
iestimandals frosm motorsis whi
claimsed, often correctly, that
the bedis had saved tuer Tives.

A particularly disturbing
photlograph  was uwsed in
pabliciiy by Delaney Gallay: it
[eatured an A3S with the
windscreen bearing a perfect
facial imprint of the woman
passenger who had smashed

imia i in an acciclent.

The Jnnuary 1962 issue of
Which? strongly advecated bell
wearimg, revealing that a ‘firsi
survey’ of their elleciinveness in
Britain showed they would
redisce the likelihood of death
and serious injury by G0 per
cenl, a fgure also proven in
Swedien,

Early offerings included ihe
now oullawed single-strap lap
bedts, the disgonalband-lap belis
comumon loday, and a harness
with straps over each shoalder.

Inertia-recl belts followed by
the mid-sixties, initially with a

‘My 1962 Vauxhall FB
Victor certainly wasn’t going
to escape seat belts’

Left and above, belt wabbing
is carefully stitched to British
Standard pattom

locking neechanizm operated by
a ball bearing which, ander
sudden pressure, would push a
plate abowe it which would lack
the belt i place.
Manmufacturers were {oreed
by law to fix front belt
anchomge points by 1965, and
belis themselves had 1o be
inslalled from the following
year, nearly two decades before
their use became compulsory.

FITTING UP

MY recently acquired 14962
Vauxhall FB Victor cortainly
wasnt going o eacape e geat
belt treatment, particularly as
the car is in everyday use. To
find ol more aboat which belts
to choose, and how to fit them,
Ulse car was submtted 1o one of
Britain's biggest and longest
esfablished specialists, Guackin
Salety Belt Service Lid,

The firm was sef up in 15960 by
Bill (uick, who previously
warked for [helaney Gallay and
realised there was potential for
a mobile Miting service,
Oueicklt, sitestl a1 Harrow sinee
1964, now make, recendilion,
supply anid At thausands of beliz
a wvear for everything from
Aston Maortins te minibuges,
Dirgmal, onused MGE bedls are
available from stock, and all
classics are catered for,

Bill savs he has worn safely
belts ever since they became
available, a philosophy
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Abave, Bill Quick pletured In
a 1961 pro-seat belt publicity
picture &t the whael of his
accident-damaged Herald

which was to prove correct in
1961 "My wife and | were in our
Trimmph Herakl when we had a
blow o, the car went aut of
centrol and overturned. We
bth escaped with brufses and
I"'m seire we would have been
serigusly injured had we not
been wearing seal belts.

Quickfit can supply both
fixed-length and inertia-reel
belis. Ball says the fxed, static
belts can work well, provided
they arc adjusted correctly,
though inertia-reel belts have
the e on safely,

I opled for inertia reel,
Cuickfit makes the belis look ns
period as possible, the company
being able to make them up in
:lll.if of more than a dozen
colours and materials, so i
wasnl difficult to choose
somicthing which this Yauxhall
mikght have had fiied in 62, The

elfect was further enhanced

Rigit, this mock accidont
foatured in television
commercial,

Far right, poster was meant to
shock people into seatbelts
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with ul"ixi.lln.l-:rl:r'h: Britax
fastenings, which have been
remamdactured in the 1S4

Reconditioning belts I8 a
major part of Quickfit®s
business. Inertia-reel
mechanisms, buckles and
webbing can be overhauled or
repiaced, The firm carries a bt
of original, reconditioned and
remanuinciured spares.

Az Bill points owt, there can
be a problem with originality -
often dealers, rather than
manufacturers, ed bells in

RESTORING

SEAT BELTS
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ndw Cars, meaning any one of a
dozen or 50 makes could have
been installed. “There isn®
really an original belt for your
car, a% such,” e said,

Maoking up the belts is a
shilled task. First, the webbing
{5 cull o size and the ends are
sealed wilth a heal gun to stop
them fraying. Heliz are in twn
paris: on the driver’s left side ks
ihe stalk, anchored to the
iransnissson minnel, and on his
ar her rightl i the lap anad
iiagomal, sttached o the Bpost,

AT NATHITAR i

The belt s fastened by fiting
the tengue {the beli's, not the
occupants!] inside the buckle.
The stalk section is built up
first by threading the webhing
through the anchor plates,
which attach the belis to the
mounlings. These are Lhen
stibched in place, normally by
machine. Both the stitching and




webbing are o registered
British Standard patterns. Mext,
the opposite end of the webbang
iz threaded through the buckl:
and stitched.

The procedure to make up
the lap and diagonal is similar,
The webbing is threaded
through the tongnae and the top
anchor plate, throwgh which it
slides freely. Then the oppoaite
end of the webbing is fed
throngh the spindle of the
inertia-ree] mechanism

Luckily, the WVictor was
manufactured with all the
necessary belt mounting paints,
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RESTORING

GEAT BELTS

both on the B-post and on the
tranmamission funnel. The
anchor plates were simply
bodted into the mounting podnts
which had been waiting for
them since 1962

The B-post in a Vielor doesn
have trim on i, S0 il was a
simple matter of removing plugs
from the mounting point holes.
The rubber floor covering had
to be drilled through to get at
the fixings on the transmission
tunnel

Generally, B-posis ane hallow,
amd access can normally be
gained from the fop.

Top left, balts
saved a Scottish
MP and his wile,
who

from this TOmph

mounting points
finally in use
after 30 years

Right, fimal
fitting up and

‘The Victor was manufactured
with all the necessary belt
mounting points’

Twe hales for the mountings
are drilled into the Depost, and
then a bracket i dropped insbde
the post on a wire, then bolbed
aned riveded into place, Holes are
then  drilled  into  the
transmission tunnel o take the
odber mounlmng pank

Quickfit can normally G belis
withim 8 couple of hours where
mounting points are fitted and,
depending on the materials
chosen, expect to pay around
0 { have mertia recks Gited if

all mounting points Are present,
and anything up to £150 if
mounting poims ane made.
Whatever the cost, we
couldn’t put a price an the extra
safely of the belts as we headed
for home along & damp, dark,
hinatic-laden MES. | |

CQuickfit Safety Belt Service
Lid és af 39 Keaton Park
Parade, Kenfon Road, Harrow
HAT SN Tl 081 907 1162

& A Depariment of Transport spokesman has backed the call ta Kt
saal balts in classics: 'The benefits of Seal belts ang aow widely
acknowledged by the public. Since the wearing of seat bells
became compulsory in 1983, ai leas! 200 deaths have been
prevented each year. Abough the fitting of belts is not requined
by Raw in pre-1965 cars, il's advisable thal ewners fil them. The
message is simply that seal belts are saber.

Dur thanks to the Department of Transport lor some of the
archive pholos used in this fealure.
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